
PROVIDENCE  REFORMED  CHURCH 
September 11, 2022; All this the Lord willing 

Today, Sept. 11: Christian Education classes begin 
Tuesday, Sept. 13: Consistory meeting, 7:00 
Wednesday, Sept. 14: Mid-week service, 7:00 
Wednesday. Sept. 21: Titus 2, 7:00 
Wednesday, Sept 28: Prayer Service, 7:00. Dan Schipper 

Collection Schedule 
Today  General  CEF 
Sept. 18: General  Building 

Nursery Schedule 
Today  AM: Kim Boerkoel, Charity Vander Boon  
 PM: Janelle Walma, Gloria Vander Boon 
Sept. 18 AM: Jane Heikoop, Hosanna Bazen 
 PM: Monica Bazen, Mairi Heikoop 

Youth Group 
 A Youth Group camping trip is scheduled for September 15, 16. 

Announcements 
 The following link shows the road closures near church for Sept. 

18.  Lake Michigan Credit Union Bridge Run: Road Closures & 
Event Impact (thebridgerun.com) 

 The Heritage Voices Choir will begin practice for the fall semester 
tomorrow evening. This will be a fast-moving semester as we look 
to complete songs for a recording as well as beginning new songs 
for the Christmas concert. Those of you with a gift for singing are 
encouraged to join us as we could use additional male and female 
voices. Please make plans to join us. For info see DarciVanderBoon 

 Save the Date! Equipped Community will host its annual 
conference on October 21-22, 2022. This year's theme, "On Earth 
as It Is in Heaven," will consider how an eternal perspective should 
shape our lives today for our own and others' spiritual benefit. Find 
details at https://bit.ly/EQ2022Fb  Send questions to 
contact@equippedcommunity.org." 

 The VanderBoon family would like offer a sincere thank-you for 
the congregation for their prayers and sympathy shown to us 
following the death of our Father and Grandfather John 
VanderBoon. 

 Mr. Gary Kwekel hopes to celebrate his 89th birthday September 
29. “Withhold not thou thy tender mercies from me, O LORD, let 

thy lovingkindness and thy truth continually preserve me” Ps 40: 
11 

 A Bonisa benefit concert is planned for Thursday, October 13 at 
7:30pm. The evening will include a mixture of religious as well as 
patriotic pieces. The musicians will include Peter Wildeman from 
the Netherlands and Dan Kwekel on organ, Brad Baker on piano, 
and the Foundation Brass group. The location is East 
Congregational Church on 1005 Giddings SE, Grand Rapids, MI. 
All are welcome.  

Meditation 
See and understand! 

With Joel 1:13, a new page in the book of Joel begins. The first page, the first 
twelve verses of Joel 1, described the ongoing plague of locusts and the disastrous 
consequences for land, beast, and man. The description Joel gave was objective, 
although in verses 5,8, and 11 he called on the people of Israel to wake up, lament, 
and be ashamed. We understand that there must be reasons for this call to "wake 
up, lament, and be ashamed. We get the impression that the people were apathetic 
and paralyzed as if they no longer realized what was going on. Joel wants to wake 
them up and implicitly points out in the first twelve verses that there is more to it. 
After all, he is pointing out that there could be no more sacrifices!  
From the thirteenth verse, however, Joel's speech becomes more penetrating. He 
addresses himself first of all to the priests. He calls on them to lament. After all, the 
sacrificial service is at a standstill! Thus, Joel gradually gets to the heart of the 
matter. What happens in the plague of locusts is God's intervention; there is sin and 
guilt among the people of Israel.  
Joel calls all his hearers, including us, to see what is happening and not to become 
hardened. Joel doesn't mention any specific sin. He does not do so here, and he 
does not do so further on. In a way, that makes his little book timeless. We can fill 
in our sins.  
But Joel knows from God that what happened had to do with the sins of the people. 
The honor of God is no longer first among the people. And the Lord is chastising 
His people to lead them back to Him.  
It is poignant that the plague that once rested on the Egyptians (Exodus 10:1-15, 
the 8th plague), now rests on Judah. There it was God's punishing hand over the 
Gentiles, now it is God's fatherly chastising hand over His people. Let us be careful 
not to harden ourselves as Pharaoh did. We all know how it ended with Pharaoh on 
the Day of the LORD at the crossing of the Red Sea. That is where the judgment 
was carried out. But there was a solution for the people who trusted in God. That 
outcome is through and behind the blood of the Lamb.  
That is why the story of the ten plagues in Egypt and God's miraculous rescue of 
His people had to be passed on to the children. And that is also why Joel here calls 
on the people of Israel to pass on the plague of the locust in its days. Later in the 
book of Joel, we will hear about redemption, which is also there. So here Joel calls 
us to see what happens and not to be hardened. Rev. J. Th. Pronk 


