
PROVIDENCE  REFORMED  CHURCH 
January 15, 2023; All this the Lord willing 

Tuesday,  Jan. 17: Consistory Meeting, 7:00; Censura Morum 
Wednesday, Jan. 18:  Titus 2, 7:30 
Sunday, Jan, 22:  Lord’s Supper, AM. No Christian Education Classes 
Wednesday, Jan. 25: Prayer Service, 7:00; Don Vander Boon 

Collection Schedule 
Today:  General  Building 
Jan. 22: General  Mission (El-Soora ministry in Egypt)  

Nursery Schedule 
Today AM: Jane Heikoop, Lauren Boerkoel 
 PM: Monica Bazen, Ellen Vander Boon 
Jan. 22 AM: Sarah Schipper, Jenna Boerkoel, Lauren Boerkoel 
 PM: Heidi Schipper, Mya Schipper 

Youth Group 
 Jan. 22: Singalong at Bazen’s  
 Feb. 5: Singalong at Bob Boerkoel’s 

Family Visitation 
 Jan. 19: Jonathon Brands 
 Jan. 24: Brian Dykema Family 
 Jan. 31: Will Heikoop Family 

Announcements 
 The mission collection scheduled for Jan. 22 is for the El-Soora  

teaching ministry in Egypt that spreads reformed biblical teaching 
throughout the Arab world. Pastor Sherif Fahim gave a presentation on 
El-Soora at our Family Camp. 

 Pre-registration for Kindergarten for the GCA school year 2023/2024 
has begun; we request that parents register their child(ren) as soon as 
possible. Please call the school office at 616-290-0422 to set up a 
Kindergarten testing time. Children who will have their fifth birthday 
before September 1, 2023, are eligible for testing. Children should also 
be pre-registered at this time for our Pre-K (four by Jan.1 2024) or 
Young 5s program (five by Jan. 1, 2024). In addition, we are requesting 
new families and new students (Grade 1-12) contact the school so 
registration paperwork can be sent to them for the 2023/2024 school 
year.  Please call the office at 616-290-0422 or email office@gcagr.org 
for registration or questions.  
 

 

Meditation 
Joel 2:18-20 God hears 

What beautiful words, ‘Then will the LORD be jealous for his land, and 
pity his people.’ Last time we concluded that the LORD heard Joel’s prayer and 
turns to His people with mighty promises of salvation and blessing. But there is 
more to say. We read in verse 19, ‘Yea, the LORD will answer and say unto his 
people.’ This verse speaks about ‘the people of the LORD’. The LORD answers his 
people. In other words, not only Joel prayed, but the people prayed. In other words, 
the people of Israel had listened to Joel. And they responded positively to His 
prophetic words. There was probably fasting and gathering. The people probably 
prayed, ‘Spare thy people, O LORD, and give not thine heritage to reproach, that 
the heathen should rule over them: wherefore should they say among the people, 
Where is their God?’ The people heard the message that the Day of the LORD is at 
hand, and they began to pray! It seems that through the preaching of Joel, their eyes 
were opened for their sins, for God’s covenant curses, and they wept, mourned, 
cried, and prayed. And they pleaded on God’s holy Name.  

What wonderful words these are, ‘Yea, the LORD will answer and say 
unto his people.’ Almost hidden are these verses. But they are of such great 
importance. Especially when we consider what the LORD comes up with after their 
prayer. He comes with words of salvation from the enemy (verse 20) and blessing 
in nature (verse 19). And the LORD’s heart is full of pity! Pity for His people and 
for His land! He acts when the people pray and respond, but He does act because of 
His own holy Name! Like we read in Ezekiel 36:21, where we hear the same word 
‘pity’, ‘

 


