
PROVIDENCE  REFORMED  CHURCH 
January 22, 2023; All this the Lord willing 

Today:  Lord’s Supper, AM. No Christian Education Classes 
Wednesday, Jan. 25: Prayer Service, 7:00; Don Vander Boon 
Wednesday, Feb. 1: Lay Preaching 
Wednesday, Feb. 8: Mid-week service 

Collection Schedule 
Today:  General  Mission (El-Soora ministry in Egypt) 
Jan. 29: General  Ministry Support Fund  

Nursery Schedule 
Today AM: Sarah Schipper, Jenna Boerkoel, Lauren Boerkoel 
 PM: Heidi Schipper, Mya Schipper 
Jan. 29 AM: Faith Vander Boon, Kristen Bazen 
 PM: Allison Kelderman, Silvia Boerkoel 

Youth Group 
 Tonight: Singalong at Bazen’s  
 Feb. 5: Singalong at Bob Boerkoel’s 

Family Visitation 
 Jan. 24: Brian Dykema Family 
 Jan. 31: Will Heikoop Family 
 Feb. 7: Corey George family 

Announcements 
 The mission collection scheduled for Jan. 22 is for the El-Soora  

teaching ministry in Egypt that spreads reformed biblical teaching 
throughout the Arab world. Pastor Sherif Fahim gave a presentation on 
El-Soora at our Family Camp. 

 Visitors or non-members that feel they have a right to attend the Lord’s 
Supper should contact an elder before the morning service. 

 Church family: please welcome Tito Baia into our midst. Tito is from 
Brazil and is here to learn English so he can attend seminary in the 
future. He is living with the Bazen family and is attending Grace 
Christian Academy for the remainder of the school year.  

Meditation 
A double blessing on repentance and prayer (Joel 2:19-20) 

What a turning point Joel 2:18-19a is in the prophecies of Joel. ‘Then will 
the LORD be jealous for his land, and pity his people. Yea, the LORD will 
answer and say unto his people.’ The people of Israel heard God’s words 
spoken through the mouth of his servant Joel, and they repented, fasted, and 
prayed. But how does the LORD show mercy? What is his response to his 

people who are in such great need? Well, the LORD comes with a double 
blessing. These blessings are grounded in His own promises, in who He is.  
First, these are natural blessings. We read in verse 19b, ‘Behold, I will send 
you corn, and wine, and oil,and ye shall be satisfied therewith.’ Natural 
blessings like these are always tangible tokens of God's favor in the Old 
Testament. The LORD promises here in Joel 2:19b to send corn, wine, and 
oil. It is a triple yield of the land as a summary of earthly blessing. In other 
words, the land of Israel, now barren and without fruit, will be made into ‘a 
land of milk and honey.’ This means that the LORD will drive out the 
locusts and bring rain and sunshine to the land of Canaan. How completely 
underserved is this. How clear it is, ‘The LORD has pity upon his people.’ 
What a comfort for us when we are in difficult circumstances and when our 
heart is spiritually dry, barren, and without fruit. What teaching is here for 
us in such circumstances, namely: turn in repentance to the LORD in 
prayer. 
As a result of these natural blessings, there will be no more scorn and 
ridicule from the Gentiles. Verse 19c, ‘and I will no more make you a 
reproach among the heathen.’ After all, the heathen cried out, ‘Where is 
their God?’ (Verse 17). How often God's enemies mocked, but their 
mockery will be silenced by God. 
But the LORD goes further and removes judgments as well. We read in 
verse 20, ‘But I will remove far off from you the northern army, and will 
drive him into a land barren and desolate, with his face toward the east sea, 
and his hinder part toward the utmost sea, and his stink shall come up, and 
his ill savour shall come up, because he hath done great things.’ Those 
from the north (verse 20) are driven out. These from the north are the 
locusts, but also the enemies, like Tyre and Sidon (Joel 3:4). These enemies 
are outlined again in Joel 2:25 in poetic language. Their task has been 
accomplished. They have been used in God's hands as a means of 
chastisement. They have occupied the whole land but are now driven out far 
beyond its borders. The world and all the powers in it are merely 
scaffolding, instruments in God's hand. What a lesson for us not to despair 
in times when enemies attack us. Whether these enemies are literal or 
spiritual enemies. Jesus Christ overcame all his and our enemies. With him 
is the outcome.  
The locusts have done great things, but so has the Lord (verses 20 and 21). 
The locusts have brought judgments, as they do in Revelation 9:1-12. But 
now the Lord is doing great things. Clearly, the Lord comes with His 
judgments because He has man's salvation in mind. Let us, in times of need 
and barrenness, turn to the LORD and plead upon His promises. Let us all 
expect from God in Jesus Christ. All promises are yes and amen in him. 
Rev. J. Th Pronk 


