
PROVIDENCE  REFORMED  CHURCH 
February 12, 2023; All this the Lord willing 

Wednesday, Feb. 15: Titus 2, 7:30 
Sunday, Feb. 19 AM: Student Dan Schipper  
Tuesday, Feb. 21: Consistory Meeting, 7:00 
Wednesday, Feb. 22: Prayer Service, 7:00, Mark Hoffmann 
Sunday, March 5 AM: Student Dan Schipper 
         PM: Dr. A. Neele 
Wednesday, March 8: Prayer Day services at 9:30 AM and 7:00 PM 

Collection Schedule 
Today:  General  CEF 
Feb. 19:  General   Building 

Nursery Schedule 
Today AM: Janelle Walma, Ellen Vander Boon 
 PM: Jane Heikoop, Charity Vander Boon 
Feb. 19 AM: Laura Kersten, Gloria Vander Boon, Matthias Pronk 
 PM: Monica Bazen, Mairi Heikoop, Joel Vander Boon 

Youth Group 
 Feb. 19:  Singalong at Hoogmoed’s 
 March 5: Singalong at Vander Boon’s 

Family Visitation 
 Feb. 14: Mark Hoffmann family 
 Feb. 16: Ron Hoogmoed family 

Announcements 
 Registration is now open for Equipped Community’s special 

evening on revival with speakers Dr Joel Beeke, President of 
Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, and Mr Steven Lee, 
Founder of SermonAudio. Plan to join us on August 11. Register 
at: bit.ly/EQ2023register.  Questions: 
contact@equippedcommunity.org  

 A baby shower for Rachel Vander Boon is planned for March 11 
in the church basement. A collection box will be available on the 
table in the basement until February 19. 

 Please take a minute to visit our recently updated website at 
www.ProvidenceReformed.org. Thanks to all that have worked 
on it. 

 Our next mission collection (Feb. 29) will be for World Renew as 
they collect resources to aid earthquake victims in Turkey and 
Syria. Please remember these victims in your personal prayer.  

 Student Dan Schipper hopes to serve us Feb. 19 AM when Pastor 
Pronk serves the Grand Rapids Free Reformed congregation.  

Meditation 
“I will restore, and you shall know” (Joel 2:25-27) 

The book of Joel shows us the covenant faithfulness of the LORD. The 
LORD came with His chastisements because of the sin of the people, but 
also with His prophetic word. The prophet came even with an extra warning 
that the great and terrible Day of the LORD will come to His people, the 
day of judgment. The current afflictions are only the beginning! But at the 
call to repent and turn to the LORD, the people repented, and the LORD 
came with words full of blessing. In these words, He promises to drive out 
the invading armies of the enemies (verses 19b,20) and to undo the 
afflictions in nature (verses 19a,21-22). We heard how at the beginning of 
that gracious and wonderful reversal stood rain (verse 23). Without rain no 
blessing in nature. But the words “He hath given you the former rain 
moderately” can also be translated as “He hath given you the teacher of 
righteousness”. The people of Israel were expecting the Messiah according 
to God’s own promises. Through the mouth of his servant Joel, the LORD 
here promises Him again. The Messiah will come as the great King. He will 
come with His teaching, His word. And He will bring with Him blessings 
for a sinful, but repentant people.  
This is how the Lord repays times of adversity, difficulties, and struggles. It 
is a reward by grace. Not a reward by merit or work! This reward follows 
solely from the work of Christ. That reward then extends to all who believe 
in Him. What a miracle. "What joy my soul tastes!" Christ stands between 
judgment and blessing. He bridges the gap between a holy God and a sinful 
people. In Him is a blessing for all who convert to Him and believe. A 
blessing that will flow out to the world around us. It is only grace.  
Then there is a blessing for time. But especially for eternity. Then there is 
abundance. In Christ, there is all that is needed for time and eternity. 
The purpose of all that? Why does the Lord do this? That is stated in verse 
27. Joel borrows this language from Ezekiel. “And ye shall know that I am 
in the midst of Israel and that I am the LORD your God, and none else.” A 
confession of faith. Twice Joel prophesies, “And my people will never be 
ashamed”. God Himself will make sure of that. Despite our shortcomings 
and failures, He acts with this sole purpose: His glory!  Then even our 
failures and sins testify to this, for God comes with Christ and in Him with 
grace, abundant for the greatest of sinners. Rev. J. Th. Pronk 


