PROVIDENCE REFORMED CHURCH
October 12, 2025; All this the Lord willing
Tonight: Baptism
Oct 15: Titus 2
Oct 17-18: God’s Word Conference
Oct 19: Dr. Henk VandenBelt PM
Oct 21: Consistory Meeting
Oct 22: Prayer Meeting — Will Heikoop
Oct 26: Candidate Floris Visser
Oct 27: Congregational Meeting
Oct 31: Reformation Day Service
Nov 5: Lay Preaching Class
Nov 10: Men’s Fellowship Event
Offering Schedule
Today: General Christian Education Fund
Oct 19: General Building
Nursery Schedule
Today: AM Roberta Hoogmoed, Jane Heikoop, Caleb Schipper
PM Faith VanderBoon, Monica Bazen, Joel VanderBoon
Oct 19: AM Katie Klaasen, Linda Lanning, Liam Schipper
PM Heidi Schipper, Charity VanderBoon, Mya Schipper
Oct 26: AM Meleah Tubergen, Gloria VanderBoon, Hudson Klaasen
PM Maria Verbeek, Mairi Heikoop, Jenna Boerkoel
Family Visitation
Oct 14: Dave Meeuwse family 7PM / Dan Rozeboom 8:15PM
Nov 4: Joe Parmeter family 7PM/ James Bazen family, Kristen 8:15PM
Nov 11: Ryan Hoogmoed family 7PM / John Boerkoel family, Caleb, Kate
8:15PM
Nov 20: Faith VanderBoon family 7PM / Don VanderBoon family, Gloria,
Charity, Donny 8:15 PM

Youth Group
Oct 19: Singalong at J. Boerkoel’s home

Announcements
® The Sacrament of Holy Baptism will be administered this evening to:
o Lena Marie, daughter of Corey and Anastasia George
o Silas Nathan, son of Nathan and Allison Kelderman
o Jude Andrew, son of Dan and Sarah Schipper
“And he took them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and
blessed them.” Mark 10:16
® We give thanks for a son, Brooks Daniel, born to David and Leanna
Hoogmoed on 10/5/2025. “Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, and
praise thy glorious name.” I Chronicles 29:13

® Refreshments will be served in the basement after the evening service.
All are invited.
® A congregational meeting is scheduled for Monday, October 27 at
7:00PM to discuss our church’s financial commitment for the Schipper
Family - South Africa Mission.
Meditation

God’s warning and our testimony (Revelation 9:3-10)

We have reached the point of the fifth trumpet blast. Last week, we listened to
descriptions of these satanic powers roaming the earth (verses 3-5 and 7-10). They
are portrayed as locusts (verses 3-4), scorpions (verses 5 and 10), and horses
(verses 7-9). Animals that symbolize evil, hardship, and destruction.

In verses 3-5, the focus is on the power given to the locusts. They are granted the
ability to do evil, but once again, we see that God is above them! Evil cannot run
unchecked; there is one who is above it. However, in the meantime, the power of
these evil armies is significant. Verse 3: “And unto them was given power.” What
kind of power? “As the scorpions of the earth have power.” In other words, they
are permitted to do evil. Verse 4: “And it was commanded them.” What is
commanded? That their power is limited. They will not harm nature but only
mankind. And only to a certain extent. They may only harm the unbelievers. The
satanic powers have no authority over God's children when it comes to the evil of
the 5th trumpet. Verse 5: “And to them it was given.” What kind of evil are they
allowed to inflict on the unbelievers? They are allowed to torment people for five
months with intense suffering, similar to the venom of a scorpion, which causes
great torment.

In verses 7-10, it describes what the satanic powers look like. Again, this is clearly
imagery. Verse 7. The imagery now shifts from locusts to horses. The satanic
powers are like animals, fully prepared for war. They have conquering power
because they wear crowns on their heads. They are intelligent and clever like
humans. Verse 8. They have long hair; in those days, many warriors, such as the
mighty Parthians, had long hair. Their teeth resemble those of lions, making them
strong and fierce eaters like lions. Verse 9. They have strong armor on their chests,
making them nearly invulnerable. They move as fast as chariots, so swift that it
seems as if they are flying. Verse 10. They cause enormous suffering to
unbelieving people for five months.

What a vivid picture is painted here of Satan's minions and the evil they inflict on
people! We see this clearly in the heart of this passage, verse 6. “And in those days
shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall
flee from them.” The unbelievers tormented by these evil powers are utterly
hopeless and see no escape. In their deep despair, they want to take their own lives.
Oh, what a solemn picture is sketched before our eyes. If this is only a warning,
what must God’s judgment look like? But let us not forget that God’s first priority
in the end times is the spread of the gospel through the preached word. What we
have just heard makes it all the more urgent for the church to be a witness for
Christ, that many may turn to the Lord in repentance and faith.

Rev. J. Th. Pronk



